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AN 


ATTEMPT TO EXPLAIN, 


BY 


RECENT EVENTS, 


FIVE OF THE SEVEN VIALS 


MENTIONED IN THE REVELATION. 1 
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P R E F A C E. 


N the courſe of the laſt ſummer, accident 
threw in my way a manuſcript, the au- 
thor of which attempted to explain the Pro- 
phecy of the Vials by recent occurrences *, 
His ſuppoſition, that they relate to the pre- 
ſent times, perfectly coincided with my own 
opinion ; which any one, who reads Newton 
on the Prophecies with attention, and com- 
pares what he left unexplained with late 
tranſactions, will probably be induced to 
adopt : but in his method of interpretation he 
appeared to me to be totally miſtaken, His 
error manifeſtly aroſe from having paid no 
attention to the peculiar language, in Which 
' prophecy is uſually delivered, and without 
which it is in vain to attempt to decypher 


* Who the author is, and whether the work has 
been fince publiſhed, I know not. 


43 it; 


ESI 


it; a ſubje& moſt ably diſcuſſed by Mede, 
Sir Iſaac Newton, and Warburton. In con- 
ſequence of this deficiency, his interpretation 
was /teral, inſtead of figurative. Having had 
a ſight of the work only for the ſpace of 
about half an hour, my recollection of it is 
very imperfect. Unleſs I am miſtaken (for 
I will not be certain), he agrees with me in 
applying the firſt Vial to the diffuſion of 
French principles ; but the ſecond and third 
he explains in the following manner. The 
ſea changed into blood, denotes the ſea en- 
gagements, which have taken place during 
the preſent conteſt; while the rivers and 
fountains, changed likewiſe into blood, are 
deſcriptive of the continental war, carried on 
upon the banks of the Rhine, Sambre, &c. 
This mode of interpretation not only violates 
the whole tenor of the prophetical ſtyle, but 
alſo completely invalidates the accompliſh- 
ment of theſe predictions. Bloody ſea-fights, 
and ſevere land engagements on the banks of 
the, Rhine, &c. are no way peculiar to the 
Þreſent war. They are equally characteriſtical 
| of 
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of any other period during the laſt two hun- 
dred years, ſince the Low Countries became 
the conſtant ſeat of every continental ſtrug- 
gle. Indeed ſea-fights, and engagements on 
the banks of rivers, are almoſt coeval with 
the political exiſtence of every nation, I can- 
not at preſent recolle& the manner in which 
he expounded the remainder of the prophecy: 
but, from theſe few obſervation, it is ſuffi- 
ciently plain, that, whatever be the meaning 
of thoſe two Vials, this author's interpreta- 
tion of them muſt be erroneous. 


With regard to that, which is offered in 
the following pages, I do not pretend to any 
originality of invention. Mede, the two 
Newtons, and Warburton, have been my 
guides; and, while under their direction, I 
have no fear of incurring the imputation of 
fancifulneſs or enthuſiaſm. Aſſenting in ge- 


neral to Biſhop Newton's interpretation of 
the prophecies, I was naturally induced to 
take up the ſubject where he concluded; 
and the ſingular events, which have lately 

H 4 4 happened, 
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happened, almoſt compelled my attention to 
thoſe Jaſt plagues, which, according to his 
hypotheſis, remained unaccompliſhed. Whe- 
ther my expoſition of the Vials be right or 
wrong, this I can with confidence aſſert, that 
the method, which I have adopted, is built 
ſolely upon the ſolid foundations laid by Mede, 
Newton, and Warburton, 


No æra ſeems more deſerving of prophecy, 
than the preſent: the wiſe providence of 
God is manifeſtly at work upon the earth ; 
and every circumſtance evinces the near ap- 
proach of the ſecond advent of the Meſſiah. 
Many great events, however, ſtill remain un- 
accompliſhed ; and which muſt take place 
before the day of judgment. The converſion 
and reſtoration of the Jews, though not par- 
ticularly mentioned in this portion of Scrip- 
ture, is abundantly predicted in other parts 
of the divine oracles. If the following inter- 
pretation be admiſſible, that event muſt be 
comprehended under the ſixth Vial, Whe- 
ther “ the Kings of the Eaſt” relate to the 

remains 
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remains of the ten tribes, and the oriental 
Jews, or to ſome Tartar nation deſtined to 
overthrow the Othman empire, no one can 
at preſent decide, without being guilty of 
preſumption. I have ſeen ſomewhere a cu- 
rious account of a fragment of the ten tribes 
being diſcovered in China, by the miſſionaries 
in that country. How far it 1s to be de- 
pended upon, I will not take upon me to 
pronounce. In the - ſecond volume of the 
Aſiatic Reſearches, likewiſe, there is a paper 
upon the deſcent of the Afghans from the 
Jews. This people is © a tribe at different 
times ſubject to, and always connected with, 
the kingdoms of Perſia and Hindoſtan.” We 
are informed by St. Paul, © that blindneſs in 
part is happened to Iſrael, until the fulneſs 
of the Gentiles be come in; and ſo all Ifrael 
ſhall be ſaved *.' What the expreſſion 
« tulneſs of the Gentiles” ſignifies, can only 
be determined by the event. It ſeems ca- 
pable of two ſenſes ; either the general con- 
verſion of the Gentiles, or their filling up 


> Rom, Xi. 25. 
the 


| 
| 
| 
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the meaſure of their iniquities. The context 
of the paſſage, from whence it is taken, ap- 
pears to favour the former of theſe opinions: 
but the queſtion of our Lord, When the 
Son. of Man cometh, ſhall he find faith on 
the earth? the concurrence of ſeveral pro- 
phecies deſcriptive of the latter days; and the 
compariſon drawn between the ultimate ſtate 
of the poſtdiluvian and antediluvian worlds, 
rather incline one to adopt the latter. It is 
probable, however, that this prediction, like 
all the others, is deſignedly obſcure, till after 
its accompliſhment. 


Happy ſhall I be, if my attempt to diſplay 
the wonderful operations of the Moſt High, 
ſhould prove the means of rouſing any of my 


_ countrymen from the lethargy of careleſſneſs 


and inſenſibility, or the paralyzing numbneſs 
of Deiſm and Socinianiſm. One man gained 
over to the ſide of real religion, is a material 
acquiſition to the cauſe, in which England is 
embarked. The ſincereſt Chriſtians will not 
only be the beſt ſubjects, but an increaſe of 

| their 
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their number affords the moſt rational ground 
to hope, that the God of Armies will be our 
protection. He, who cannot err, hath aſſur- 
ed us, that the gates of Hell ſhall never pre- 
yail againſt his Church. May the genuine 
and ſcriptural doctrines of our venerable Re- 
formers long continue to be the ſtandard of 
the creed of Engliſhmen ! and may we ne- 
ver ſuffer that form .of ſound words, which 
they have left us, to be perverted or explain- 
ed away by ſceptical ingenuity! We may 
then with exulting confidence exclaim, “ If 


God be for us, who ſhall be againſt us?“ 


* . 8 ” 
DO I — F, 5 — 
— . E 


REV. xvi. I. 


AND I HEARD A GREAT VOICE OUT OF THE 
TEMPLE, SAYING TO THE SEVEN ANGELS, 
GO YOUR WAYS, AND POUR OUT THE VIALS 
OF THE WRATH OF GOD UPON THE EARTH. 


"| "HE excellent author of Differtations on 

the Prophecies contends, and with great 
appearance of probability, that the three dif- 
ferent ſeptenaries of the ſeals, the trumpets, 
and the vials mentioned in the Revelation, 
do not run parallel to each other in point of 
time, but are deſcriptive of three different 
and ſucceſſive periods. In his mode of ar- 
ranging them, the ſeventh ſeal comprehends 
the ſeven trumpets, and the ſeventh trumpet 
the ſeven vials*. As the ſeals predict the 
fate of the Roman empire previous to its 
converſion to Chriſtianity, ſo the trumpets 
deſcribe the various revolutions, which took 
place in it afterwards, He ſuppoſes that 


* Newton's Diſſ. on the Proph. vol. ui. p. 254. 
» Ipid. p. 71. | 


at 


1 
at the period in which he wrote, A. D. 1758, 
only five of the trumpets were accompliſhed, 
but that the fixth had ſounded®, At the 
termination of this trumpet he places the 
deſtruction of the Othman empire, previous 
to the downfal' of the Beaſt, or Papal hier- 
archy: events, however, have contradicted 
this ſuppoſition ; ſince the latter is already 
fallen, while the former ſtill ſubſiſts. In- 
deed, it is by no means clear, why ſuch a 
ſuppoſition was ever made. The fixth trum- 
pet relates to the e/tabli/hment of the Turkiſh 
power, the: ſecond. woe deſtined to afflict 
Chriſtendom; its. d5wrfa/ is never once men- 
tioned. A period, indeed, is aſſigned to the 
progreſs of its deſolating arms; but that æra 
is now elapſed, and the Othmans are no lon- 
ger formidable. Still they remain an inde- 
pendent monarchy, and their final /ubverfion 
is not even hinted at under the ſixth trum- 


He next proceeds to a conſideration of the 
ſeven vials, which are comprehended under 


„ Newton's Diſſ. p. 133. 
4 Newton fixes the termination of this period A. D. 
1572. Ibid. p. 105, | 


the 


1 J 


the ſeventh trumpet; and conſequently, 
when he lived, remained yet to be fulfilled ©. 
The meaning of theſe he does not pretend 
to explain with any certainty ; but with re- 
gard to their probable accompliſhment, he 
doubts whether the effect produced by the 
firſt will be a natural or a moral diſeaſe ; 
though clearly of opinion, that the ſecond 
and third will be followed by bloodſhed and 
deſolation. He heſitates likewiſe to pro- 
nounce, whether the conſequence of the 
fourth be real or allegorical ; but thinks, that 
the fifth betokens ſome great calamity, which 
threatens Rome hertelt . 


Such are the ſentiments of Newton re- 
ſpecting five of the ſeven vials, which he 
conſiders as being, in his time, prophetical 
of certain future events, relative to the utter 
overthrow of the Papal tyranny. His me- 
thod of expounding the myſterious book of 
the Apocalypſe, by digeſting its prophecies 
into order, and then applying them to a re- 
gular ſeries of events, appears to be the only 
one, which carries with it conviction. For 


© Newton's Diſſ. p. 225, 
I Ibid. p. 258. to 263. 


the Divine Legation of Moſes, which appears 
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if detached parts of the Revelation are ca- 
priciouſly or arbitrarily to be ſelected, they 
may be made to ſignify any thing or every 
thing: but a connected ſeries of prophecies 
can only agree with its correlative ſucceſſion 
of facts. Thus (if I may be allowed the 
compariſon) the irregular edges of an inden- 
ture will only correſpond with each other. 
The awful events, which for theſe laſt ten 
years have been acting upon the political 
theatre of Europe, lead every thinking mind 
almoſt naturally to ſearch the Scriptures. As 
a bleſſing is promiſed to thoſe, who ſtudy 
the prophetic volume of the Apocalypſe, we 
may, without the imputation of preſumption, 
reverentially open the book, where it was 
cloſed by Newton. The fure word of Pro- 
phecy is one of the moſt concluſive argu- 
ments in fayour of the truth of Chriſtianity ; 
and 1t attords a pleaſing contemplation to the 
believer, to view the wiſe purpoſes of Gad 
unconſciouſly and involuntarily accompliſhed 


by the hand of Infidelity. 


Previous to entering upon this ſubject, I 
ſhall take the hberty to cite a paſſage from 


to 
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to afford the true key for unlocking the dark 
and myſtic language of prophecy. 


* The old Aftatic ſtyle, ſo highly figura- 
tive, ſeems, by what we find of its remains 
in the prophetic language of the ſacred wri- 
ters, to have been evidently faſhioned to the 
mode of the ancient Hieroglyphics. For as 
in the Hieroglyphic writing the Sun, Moon, 
and Stars were uſed to repreſent States and 
Empires, Kings, Queens, and Nobility ; their 
eclipſe and extinction, temporary diſaſters or 
entire overthrow ; fire and flood, deſolation 
by war and famine ; plants or animals, the 
qualities of particular perſons, &c. ſo in like 
manner the holy Prophets call kings and em- 
pires by the names of the heavenly lumina- 
ries; their misfortunes and overthrow are 
repreſented by eclipſes and extinction; ſtars | 
falling from the firmament are employed to 
denote the deſtruction of the nobility ; thun- 
der and tempeſtuous winds, hoſtile invaſions; 
lions, bears, leopards, goats, or high trees, 
leaders of armies, conquerors, and founders of 
emp; royal dignity is deſcribed by purple, 
or a crown; iniquity by ſpotted garments ; 
error and miſery, by an intoxicating draught; 
a warrior, by a ſword, or bow; a powerful 


R man, 
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man, by a gigantic ſtature; and a judge, by 
balance, weights, and meaſures : in a word, 
the prophetic ſtyle ſeems to be a ſpeaking 
Hieroglyphic. Theſe obſervations will not 
only aſſiſt us in the ſtudy of the Old and 
New Teſtament, but likewiſe vindicate their 
character from the illiterate cavils of modern 
libertines, who have fooliſhly miſtaken Hat 
for the peculiar workmanſhip of the Pro- 
phets' heated imagination, which was the 
ſober eſtabliſhed language of their times, and 
which God and his Son condeſcended to 
employ as the propereſt conveyance of the 
high myſterious ways of Providence, in the 
revelation of themſelves to mankind . 


This hypotheſis muſt ſtrike conviction to 
the minds of all, who have in the leaſt de- 
gree made Scripture their ſtudy. The beau- 
tiful uniformity, which pervades the whole 
of the ſacred volume, ſtrongly evinces the 
inſpiration of that bleſſed Spirit, by whom 
the holy Prophets ſpake, as he gave them 
utterance. The whole natural world 1s one 


. Dir. Leg. b. iv. ſect. 4. See alſo Sir Iſaac New- 
ton's Obſerv. on Daniel, chap. 2. and Mede's Works, 
p. 615. edit. Worthington, 


grand 
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grand type of the ſpiritual; and the ſame 
repreſentation of heavenly truths, by ſenſible 
objects, pervades alike the ancient predictions 
under the Law, the parables of the Meſſiah, 
and the Apocalypſe of St. John. 


Let us now turn to thoſe great and ſin- 
gular events, which have lately paſſed in 
ſucceſſion before our eyes; and perhaps we 
may be induced to conclude, that the ſe- 
venth trumpet has already ſounded, that the 
third woe has commenced, and that the vials 
of God's wrath are even now pouring out 
upon the earth. 


I. © I heard a great voice out of the tem- 
ple, ſaying to the ſeven angels, Go your 
ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of 
God upon the earth. And the firſt went, 
and poured out his vial upon the earth; and 
there fell a noiſome and grievous ſore upon 
the men which had the mark of the beatt, 
and upon them which worſhipped his image.“ 


The effect produced by the firſt vial is, 


* a noiſome and grievous ſore:“ but, accord- 
ing to the hieroglyphical method of inter- 
preting prophecy, we can have no heſitation 

B 2 IN 
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in pronouncing this ſore to be mental, not 
corporeal. It is perfectly agreeable to the 


ſcriptural practice of deſcribing ſpiritual by 


natural maladies. Thus the prophet Iſaiah 


paints in glowing colours the wickedneſs of 
Ifrael : © The whole head is ſick, and the 


Whole heart faint. From the fole of the 


foot, even unto the head, there is no ſound-- 
neſs in it ; but wounds, and bruiſes, and pu- 
trefying ſores.” Need we then enquire very 
far, to diſcover * this noiſome and grievous 
ſore, this terrible mental diſorder, which 
originated among, and which has ſince prin- 
cipally tormented, the worſhippers of the 


beaſt? The ſpirit of licentiouſneſs and irre- 


ligion, now unhappily ſo prevalent, firſt iſſued 
from the infernal cave of Voltaire, and his 
aflociates * Through their unwearied la- 
bours, and unrelenting hatred to Chriſtianity, 
the poiſon has been ſpread far and wide; the 
venerable names of Liberty and Philoſophy 
have been proſtituted to the worſt of pur- 
poſes; and the richeſt provinces of Europe 


| > Vide Barruel's Memoirs of Jacohiniſm ; in which 
the horrid and extenſive conſpiracy againſt religion and 
government, ſo emphatically ſtyled by the Prophet, a 


noiſome and grievous ſore,” is accurately traced to its 
origin. 5 | 
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have ſuffered all the horrors of war and de- 
vaſtation. It is remarkable, that, hitherto at 
leaſt, revolutionary phrenzy, and French in- 
fluence, have principally pervaded countries, 
lately the moſt zealous ſupporters of the 
Papal uſurpation ; and the ms/t recent events 
intimate, that it will continue to pervade 
them till Popery be analy overthrown. 


II. The two next vials deſcribe almoſt 
graphically the miſerable conſequences of the 
«© grievous ſore produced by the firſt. 


© The ſecond angel poured out his vial | 
upon the ſea ; and it became as the blood of 


a dead man, and every living ſoul died in 
the ſea.” 


The turbulent watery element aptly re- 
preſents a nation in a violent ſtate of effer- 
veſcence and revolution. Thus, in the lan- 
guage of prophecy, a beaſt with ſeven heads 
and ten horns is ſaid to “ riſe up out of the 
ſea; which expreſſion, when diveſted of its 
hieroglyphical obſcurity, ſignifies, that a ty- 
rannical power, with certain characteriſtics 
deſignated by ſeven heads, and ten horns, 
ſhould take advantage of the diſtracted ſtate 

B 3 of 
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of the world, and ariſe out of the midſt of 
tumult and confuſion. In a ſimilar manner 
the ſorcereſs, by whoſe enchantments and de- 
luſions all nations were deceived, is painted 
ſitting “ upon many waters; in other 
words, ruling over many kingdoms. That 
this is the proper method of interpreting 
theſe ſymbols, we are expreſsly informed by 
St. John himſelf. © The waters which thou 
ſaweſt, where the whore ſitteth, are peoples, 
and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” 
It will follow then, that, in the paſſage de- 
ſcriptive of the effects of the ſecond vial, 
where the ſea becomes as the blood of a 
dead man, ſome powerful nation, convulſed 
with inteſtine diſcord, and ſtained with blood, 
ſhed in civil commotions, muſt be darkly 
ſhadowed out. And ſince this effect imme- 
diately ſucceeds the grievous ſore produced 
by the firſt vial, it is natural to conclude, 
that the one is the conſequence of the other. 
I ſhall be already anticipated in pointing out 
the mighty people, to which this part of the 
prophecy naturally relates. And ſuch a vi- 
ſitation of God is pronounced to be pecu- 
liarly juſt, both in the caſe of this nation, 
and of thoſe which are typified by rivers 
and fountains, © I heard the angel of the 

waters 
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waters ſay, Thou art righteous, O Lord, 
which art, and waſt, and ſhall be, becauſe 
thou haſt judged thus. For they have ſhed 
the blood of ſaints and prophets, and thow 
haſt given them blood to drink: for they are 
worthy. And I heard another angel out.of 
the altar ſay, Even ſo, Lord God Almighty, 
true and righteous are thy judgments.” Per- 
ſecuting as the ſpirit of Popery 1s m every 
country where 1t prevails, perhaps no nation 
has been more deeply ſtained with the blood 
of the martyrs than France. There the de- 
teſtable court of the inquiſition was firſt 
erected; that blood-thirſty inſtitution, which 
excites at once horror and indignation. For 
oppoſing this uſurped power, and defending 
their oppreſſed ſubjects, the unfortunate Earls 
of Thoulouſe were ſtripped of their ancient 
patrimony, and the ſpoil divided between the 
French Monarch and the Roman Pontitf. 
Not to mention a variety of other ſhocking 
ſcenes, who has not heard of the feſtival of 
St. Bartholomew, and the revocation of the 
edict of Nantz? But a day of retribution 
has at length come ; and, during the horrors 
of an unparalleled revolution, a fierce and 
blood-ſtained nation was ſeen preying upon 
its own vitals. The miſeries of a Roman 


B 4 trium- 
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triumvirate were renewed, amidſt the car- 
nage of a French proſcription. That diſ- 
tracted country © became as the blood of a 
dead man,” and (to uſe the ſtrong hyperbo- 


| hcal language of prophecy) © every living 


foul died in the ſea.” 


III. „The third angel poured out his vial 
upon the rivers and fountains of waters, and 
they became blood. 


After the overthrow of the French mo- 
narchy, the vaulting ambition of the new 
rulers made them eager to eftabliſh a num- 
ber of petty dependent republics upon the 
borders of their territories ; thus endeavouring 
to pave the way to yet farther aggrandize- 
ment. The origin of theſe was ſimilar to 
that of the mother republic. The ſhrieks of 
the wounded, and the groans of the dying, 
marked the birth of theſe new monſters. 
Endleſs requifitions and extortions, unceaſing 


_ executions and baniſnments, were the firſt 


fruits of their political exiſtence. With the 
ſame propriety and accuracy that a mighty 
nation 18 ſymbolized by a tempeſtuous ſea, 
ſmaller ſtates. are repreſented by rivers and 
fountains. But the vial of the avenging 

angel 
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angel equally converts them both into blood, 
for they are both declared to “ have ſhed 
the blood of ſaints and prophets ;* a fact ſin- 
gularly true of the greateſt part of the new 
republics : and which will be more ſo, ſhould 
Spain, and the reſt of Italy, be doomed to 
ſubmit to the yoke of democracy 4 


IV. The fourth angel poured out his 
vial upon the Sun; and power was given 
him to ſcorch men with fire. And men 
were ſcorched with great heat, and blaſ- 
phemed the name of God, which hath power 
over theſe plagues; and they repented not 
to give him glory.” 


The two vials, which have been laſt con- 
ſidered, deſcribe the internal miſery produced 
by the diffuſion of modern philoſophitm ; the 
preſent ſets before our eyes the external evils 
brought apon Europe by republican cruelty 
and tyranny. Hitherto we have viewed 
France in the light of a ſelf-tormentor ; we 
muſt now conſider her as a terrible ſcourge, 


i That ſuch is the intention of the ſect which rules 
in France, appears from Barruel's Memoirs of Jacobin- 


iſm, vol. iv. p. 480. to 48 5. Late events have confirmed 
this belief. 


in 
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in the hand of God, to puniſh the crying ſins 
of a guilty land. The low ſtate of religion 
in Europe, inſtead of creating in us ſurpriſe 
at this awful viſitation, muſt rather excite 
our wonder at the patience and long-ſufter- 
ing of the Almighty. The wretched ſuper- 
| ſition of Rome, the frequent prevalence of 
Infidelity and Socinianiſm, and the lukewarm 
indifference of the Reformed Churches, call 
loudly upon God to remove the golden can- 
dleſtick of Chriſtianity into ſome more genial 
climate. If we conſult Scripture, we ſhall 
find that the manner, in which God executes 
his judgments upon his rebellious people, 1s 
invariable and uniform. A powerful and 
wicked nation 1s raiſed up againſt them, 
which is permitted to proſper, not for its 
own ſake, but merely as an inſtrument of 
vengeance. Thus (not to multiply inſtances) 
the mighty monarch of Aſſyria was employ- 
ed againſt ungrateful Iſrael. O Aſſyria, 
. the rod of mine anger, and the ſtaff in their 
hand is mine indignation. I will ſend him 
againſt an hypocritical nation, and againſt 
the people of my wrath will I give- him a 
charge to take the ſpoil, and to take the 
prey, and to tread them down like the mire 
of the ſtreets. Howbeit, he meaneth not ſo; 

but 
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but it is in his heart to deſtroy and to cut off 
nations not a few. Wherefore it ſhall come 
to paſs, that when the Lord hath performed 
his whole work upon mount Zion, and on 
Jeruſalem, I will puniſh the fruit of the ſtout 
heart of the King of Aſſyria, and the glory of 
his high looks“. The angel is ſaid to pour 
out his vial upon the Sun; but in the hie- 
roglyphical language of prophecy, princes and 
potentates are ſymbolized by the hoſt of 
Heaven. Agreeably to this mode of ſpeak- 
ing, the Prophet, in a triumphal ſong, ad- 
dreſſes the haughty King of Babylon : How 
art thou fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer, ſon 
of the morning! how art thou cut down to 
the ground, which didſt weaken the nations! 
For thou haſt ſaid in thine heart, I will af- 
cend into Heaven, I will exalt my throne 
above the fare of God..“ The manifeſt 
meaning of this beautiful paſſage is, that he, 
who thought to exalt his throne above the 
ſtars, the inferior princes, ſhould be humbled 
even to the ground; though he then, like 
Lucifer in the midſt of the Oey hoſt, 

enjoyed a proud anne, 


„ Iſaiah x. 5. Iſaiah xiv. 12. 
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Let us now inquire, what European pow- 
er, during the whole of the preſent century, 
indeed ever fince a check was put to the 


progreſs of the houſe of Auſtria, has the beſt 
claim to be ſtyled the /n 1n the Antichriſ- 


tian firmament. An anſwer to this queſtion 


cannot be very difficult; all modern hiſto- 
rians, with united voices, will reply, The 
French nation. Even now, when the mo- 
narchy has ceaſed, republican France is more, 
not lefs, formidable to her neighbours. The 
fame deſtructive ſchemes of aggrandizement 
and univerſal dominion, that once agitated 
the boſom of a Louis XIV. now form the 
molt characteriſtic feature of democratic am- 
bition. 


The vial, which is poured out upon this 
myſtical ſun, gives it a power to ſcorch men 
with fire. Is it poſſible that a more ſtriking 
and appoſite deſcription can be given of the 
miſeries brought by the progreſs of French 
arms upon Europe ? Fertile provinces waſted 
with fire and ſword, thouſands flaughtered in 
the field of battle, rapes and murders, maſſa · 
cres and extortions, proclaim aloud, with irre- 
ſſtibke energy, that the wrath of God fits hea- 
vy upon Chriſtendom, And what effect have 

| theſe 
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theſe judgments upon the world? The Pro- 


phet informs us, that © men were ſcorched 
with great heat, and blaſphemed the name of 
God, which hath power over theſe plagues ; 
and they repented not to give him glory.” 
Is not this but a too lively portrait of the 
preſent times? Notwithſtanding theſe cala- 
mities, notwithſtanding the cup of miſery. 
drained to the very dregs, there is not the 
leaſt appearance of reformation, the leaſt ten- 
dency to repentance. 


V. «The fifth angel poured out his vial - 
upon the ſeat of the beaſt : and his kingdom 
was full of darkneſs : and they gnawed their 
tongues for pain, and blaſphemed the God of 
Heaven becauſe of their pains and their ſores, 
and repented not of their deeds.” 


As the ſeven trumpets proclaim the down- 
fall of imperial Rome, ſo the ſeven vials are 
deſcriptive of the overthrow of Papal ty- 
ranny. The main engine to effect this pur- 
poſe is Republicaniſm and Infidelity. This is 
the maſter movement, which directs and im- 
pels the whole machine. The opinion of 
Sir Iſaac Newton, reſpecting the mode in 
which Popery was finally to be ſubverted, 

| deli- 
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delivered long before the preſent events took 

place, is ſingularly ſtriking. © The tyranny 
of Popiſh ſuperſtition muſt be put a ſtop to, 
and broken in pieces, by the temporary pre- 
valence of Infidelity “.. We at length have 
beheld that immenſe Gothic ſtructure, the 
work of ages, built upon ignorance and ſu- 
perſtition, and buttreſſed with tortures and 
anathemas, crumble into duſt, unlamented 
and unnoticed. 


At the end of the ſounding of the trum- 
pets, a more particular account is given of 
the gradual % of the Papal hierarchy : at 
the end of the pouring out of the vials, the 
ſame method is followed with regard to its 
ſubverſion. The ten kings, who once gave 
their power and ſtrength unto the beaſt,” 
and who once made © war upon the Lamb,” 
in the perſons of his faithful diſciples, the 
authors of the Reformation, now hate the 
whore, and make her deſolate.” The firſt 
blow was ſtruck by the northern princes, the 
foſter-fathers of the Reformation ; the final 
ſtroke has been given by a power, whoſe 


m (ited in a ſermon by C. Daubeny, LL. B. inti- 
tled, © The Fall of Papal Rome.“ 


prince 


"0-1 

prince was once fondly ſtyled by the en- 
chantreſs, Moſt Chriſtian, and the eldeſt Son 
of the Church. The fate of Rome, and the 
character of the infidel nation which now 
holds her in abje& ſlavery, are deſcribed by 
an angel with a horrible exactneſs. After 
theſe things, I ſaw another angel come down 
from Heaven, having great power; and the 
earth was lightened with his glory. And he 
cried mightily with a ſtrong voice, ſaying, 
Babylon the great 1s fallen, 1s fallen, and 1s 
become the habitation of devils, and the hold 
of every foul ſpirit, and a cage of every un- 
clean and hateful bird.” 


Such is the termination of that impious 
and idolatrous power, which ha ſo long per- 
ſecuted the Church of Chriſt, and made 2 
merchandiſe of the © ſouls of men.” The 
merchants, indeed, „of theſe things,” that 
corrupt prieſthood, © which were made rich 
by her, ſhall ſtand afar off for the fear of her 
torment, weeping and wailing ;” but © rejoice 
over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apoſtles 
and prophets ; for God hath avenged you on 
her: and in her was found the blood of pro- 
phets and ſaints, and of all that were ſlain 
upon the earth.” 


Hitherto | 
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Hitherto theſe remarkable prophecies ap- 
pear to have been recently accompliſhed ; 
the fixth vial remains yet to be poured out, 
that the water of the great river Euphrates 
may be dried up, to prepare a way for the 
kings of the Eaſt. Whether it be the literal, 
or a myſtical Euphrates, remains as yet con- 
cealed in the boſom of futurity. If, how- 
ever, one may venture, without the appear- 
ance of preſumption, to hazard a conjecture, 
the kings of the Eaſt” may perhaps allude 
to ſome oriental power deſtined to effect the 
downfa! of the Othman empire. There is 
a remarkable analogy throughout between 
the effects of the ſeven trumpets and ſeven 
vials. The ſixth trumpet clearly relates to 
the eſtabliſnment of the Turkiſh dominion; 
the ſixth vial may poſſibly predict its de- 
ſtruction. 


Upon the whole, it is not unreaſonable to 
conclude, that the period is faſt approach- 
ing, when heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, 
and when we ſhall all be fummoned before 
the tribunal of Chriſt. He himſelf, at the 
cloſe of the Apocalypſe, declares, * Surely I 
% come quickly.” May we all, like St. John, 
be e to anſwer him with a good con- 
ſcience, 


11 


ſcience, Even ſo, come Lord Jeſus.” Aſter 
the accompliſhment of the prophecy compre- 
hended under the ſixth vial, it is intimated 
that the effuſion of the ſeventh will be coin- 
cident with the final diſſolution of all things. 
The vials are called the ſeven /aft plagues; 
and the pouring out of the ſeventh is ſuc- 
ceeded by “a great voice out of the temple 
of heaven from the throne, ſaying, I rs 
done.” 10 #4 | p ( 

Indeed our Lord himſelf has revealed to 
us certain infallible ſigns, which will precede 


and announce his coming to judge the world. 


There ſhall be ſigns in the fan, and in the 
moon, and in the ars; and upon the earth 
diſtreſs of nations, with perplexity : the % 
and the waves roaring: men's hearts failing 
them for fear, and for looking after thoſe 
things, which are coming on the earth : for 
the powers of heaven ſhall be ſhaken. Then 
ſhall they ſee the Son of Man coming in a 
cloud with power and great glory“. We 
have here the ſame hieroglyphical images, 
which umformly pervade the other propheti- 
cal parts of Scripture. Signs in the /u7, 


» Luke xxi. 25. 
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moon, and flars, unleſs the whole analogy of 
prophecy be violated, muſt mean ſeaſons of 
peculiar danger and diſtreſs to crowned heads, 
and nobles; while the troubled %, and the 
roaring waves, are the conſtant emblems ol 
tumults and revolutions. 


It is true, our Lord confines the primary 
completion of this prophecy to the ſacking of 
Jeruſalem ; but the boldneſs of the images, 
and the wonderful ſublimity of the whole 
deſcription, almoſt compel us to refer them, 
ſecondarily, to the forerunners of that great 
event, of which the deſtruction of Jeruſalem 
was only typical. Never were there more 

awful times than the preſent; never was 
| there an æra, to which the prophecy of our 
Lord may with greater propriety be applied. 
All civilized government is in a ſtate of com- 
motion, and “ the powers of Europe arc 
„ ſhaken” to the very centre. 


- — — — — —4U4ä— — 


But there are yet other ſigns mentioned 
both by St. Paul and St. Peter, which aw- 
fully confirm this ſuppoſition. The former 
of theſe Apoſtles acquaints us, that “ in the 
5 laſt days, perilous times ſhall come: and 
St. Peter ſpeaks of * falſe prophets, who pri- 
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vily ſhall bring in damnable hereſies, even 
denying the Lord that bought them.” He 
likewiſe foretels the appearance of men, 
«that walk after the fleſh in the luſt of un- 
cleanneſs, and deſpiſe government: preſump- 
tuous are they, ſelf-willed, they are not 
afraid to ſpeak evil of dignities. While they 
promiſe them liberty, they themſelves are 
the ſervants of corruption.” It is needleſs to 
obſerve, how accurately theſe words deſcribe 
the progreſs of Infidelity and Democracy. 
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_ Happy would it be for thoſe deluded men, 
if their own erring reaſon was leſs, and Scrip- 
ture more, confulted. In the venerable code 
of Chriſtianity, inſtead of © the ſacred duty 
of inſurrection' (as by a ſtrange abuſe of 
terms it has been called), we read, © The 
powers that be, are ordained of God ; and 
they that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves 
damnation.” Inſtead of the modern clamour 
after liberty, and certain inalienable rights, 
we are exhorted to © ſubmit” ourſelves * to 
every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake ; 
to fear God, and to honour the king.” This 
doctrine will probably not be much reliſhed 
in the preſent feverith and diſordered times; 
but it can only be rejected at the peril of 
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our immortal ſouls, becauſe it is the word of 
God. | 


At a period when abuſes of various ſorts 
prevailed among the Jews, we are told, that 
in thoſe days there was no king in Iſrael; 
every man did that which was right in his 
own eyes.“ It requires no great degree of 
foreſight to perceive, that /centrouſneſs, uſurp- 
ing the name of liberty, will be the main en- 
gine in producing the ſame degree of wicked- 
neſs in modern Europe. 


Some perſons may flatter themſelves that, 
by throwing off the Chriſtian religion, they 
are emancipating the world from a grievous 
ſyſtem of reſtraints. But is it poſſible for 
any being, poſſeſſed of reaſoning faculties, to 
imagine, that becauſe he refuſes to acknow- 
ledge the ſupremacy of God, he is therefore 
liberated from his juriſdiction, and exempt 
from all liability of puniſhment? *The Lord 
is, and will be © king, be the people ever 
ſo impatient : he ſitteth between the cheru- 
bim, be the earth ever ſo unquiet.“ Let the 
Infidel deride the terrors of the Goſpel, let 
him brave the vengeance of the Moſt High; 
but at the ſame time let him reſt aſſured, 

0 that 
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that apoſtaſy can never be the harbinger of 
peace and tranquillity, We are informed by 
Joſephus, that in his days it was no uncom- 
mon thing to hear his hardened countrymen 
ridicule the oracles of their ancient prophets, 
which they had already defied by crucitying 
the Lord of Liſe *. At length God departed 
from them. Famine and bloodſhed, flavery 
and deſolation ſucceeded. Almighty wrath, 
like an overflowing torrent, ſwept them 
away; and ſupreme wiſdom ſtill preſerves 
their poſterity a proverb and a bye-word 
among nations, a terrible example of the juſt 


fate of apoſtaſy. + 


Let us now revert to modern days. The 
Goſpel has departed from France, and the 
authority of its divine Author is denied. But 
has its departure been pcaceable ? Has the 
promiſed Saviour been lighted with impu- 
nity-? A deſperate experiment has been tried. 
That non-entity, Natural Religion, has been 
ſubſtituted in the place of Revelation. And 
is England tempted to repeat it? Shall ve, 
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with our eyes open, exchange Chriſtianity 
for Philoſophiſm ? Shall we, who have al- 
ready ſmarted under the rod of Republican- 
iſm, convert the faith of our anceſtors into 
faction? God forbid that that day ſhould 


ever come ; a day replete with horror, and 
big with miſery. 


In the mean time, now, if ever, 1s it in- 
cumbent upon vs to put in practice the va- 
rious ſcriptural exhortations to prayer, faſting, 
and ſelf- examination. Let us diligently and 
1mpartially conſider our own ſtate, whether 
we be built upon the ſure foundation, the 
rock of ages? Whether we can lift up our 
heads with a humble confidence, knowing 
that our redemption draweth nigh ? The 
views of a real Chriſtian are then moſt con- 
ſolatory, when he is moſt ſurrounded with 
dangers. * Though thouſands fall beſide him, 
and ten thouſands at his right hand, he is ſtill 
enabled to repoſe himſelf entirely upon the 
faithfulneſs of his heavenly Father. In the 
midſt of the jarring elements with which he is 
ſurrounded, he can ſtill cry aloud with exul- 
tation, „This God ts our God; he ſhall be 
our guide even unto death.” But gloomily 
indeed muſt the evening of this diſtracted | 


world 
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world cloſe upon him, whoſe conſcience tells 
him, that he is not at peace with God; and 
who knows but too well that be has not ſe- 
cured an intereſt with the Creator, through 
the blood of the Redeemer. What are the pre- 
ſent awful viſitations of the Almighty, but ſo 
many urgent calls to national and individual 
repentance? If men can remain inſenſible 
in theſe times, if they can ſtill harden their 
hearts, though the ſpeedy coming of the 
judge is ſo dreadfully announced, they would 
be deaf even to the voice of an archangel. 
« When theſe things begin to come to paſs 
(ſays our Lord), then look up, and lift up 
your heads, for your redemption draweth 
nigh.” But do we find men earneſt in watch- 
ing for the coming of their Lord? Do we 
behold them buſily employed in prepar- 
ing to meet their God ? Facts will beſt an- 
ſwer this queſtion. We have heard much 
of the neceſſity of a political reformation ; 
but a radical and a moral one appears to be 
totally overlooked by modern ſyſtem- build- 
crs. It would be better it the nation at large 
were leſs of ſtateſmen, and more of Chriſ- 
tian moraliſts. Unleſs a real reformation 
precede, vam and uſeleſs will be the flimſy 
edifices of the worldly politician. 

94 | [t 


1 49 ] 


It is however a clear caſe, that both our 
ſpiritual and corporeal enemies are numerous 
and watchful; our Lord's precept is there- 
fore peculiarly applicable to the preſent diſ- 
tempered period; Watch and pray, leſt ye 
enter into temptation.“ It is true, “ unleſs 
the Lord keep the city, the watchman wak- 
eth but in-vain ;” yet this will not excuſe our 
negligence in uſing thoſe ſecondary means, 
which God himſelf has appointed. Habitual 
abſtemiouſneſs, and occaſional faſting, are 
much better qualifications for watchfulneſs, 
than a courſe of ſoft luxurious indulgence. 
Chriſt himſelf has ſet us an example of faſt- 
1ng, and has even promiſed a reward to ſuch, 
as ſhall faſt from proper motives. There are 
inſtances in Scripture of God's being induced 
to ſoften his fierce anger, and to ſave a city 
devoted to deſtruction, when the inhabitants 
turned to him with faſting and ſupplication. 
It may be, that the gloom, which overcaſts 
the political horizon of Europe, may gra- 
dually brighten ; our country, our laws, and 
our religion may be granted to our prayers ; 
and peace and proſperity may once more 
vitit this favoured iſland. But in all times, 
and in all places, in peace and in war, in 
proſperity and in adverſity, we may reſt aſſur- 

ed 
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ed of this comfortable truth: God, who rid- 
eth upon the heavens; who with a word can 
blaſt the counſels, and wither the arm, of 
Infidelity ; ht God is the friend of the 
Chriſtian : and ſince the Lord himſelf is hrs 
defence, and hig ſhield ; ſince the Moſt High 
God is the rock of his ſalvation; THE BEST 


CHRISTIAN WILL EVER BE THE BEST PA- 
TRIOT, 
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IN theſe latter days of doubt and ſcepti- 
EZ ciſm, mineralogy, among various other 
branches of ſcience, has been forced into the 
ſervice of Infidelity. ' Certain literati of the 
French ſchool have laboured, with great per- 
ſeverance, to prove, that Moſes is conſidera- 
bly miſtaken in the age of the earth; and, 
that what we call creation, is in reality only 
formation : a propoſition which, if true, ma- 
terially affects the Chriſtian doctrine of his di- 
vine inſpiration. The reaſon 1s obvious ; to 
ſuppoſe the coſmogony, prefixed to the book 
of Geneſis, a mere human invention, and the 
reſt of the Pentateuch a revelation from 
Heaven, is to charge Moſes with an impiety, 
of which no mfpired teacher could have been 
guilty. For what man, or at leaſt what 


good man, would preſume to add a fiction 
of 


is far above my abilities; and happily too is 
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of his own imagination to that volume, 
which he was commiſſioned by the Almigh- 
ty to deliver to his own peculiar people? (A) 
In the preſent caſe, not the leaſt intimation 
is given where the human part of the com- 
poſition ceaſes, and where the divine begins; 
ſo that, when once we ſuffer the inſpiration 
of the coſmogony to be queſtioned, we in 
effect give up the divine authority of the 
whole Pentateuch. For if it be partly the 
work of man, and partly the revealed will of 
God; ſince we have no criterion for ſeparat- 
ing them, confuſion, perplexity, and at laſt a 
rejection of the whole volume, muſt neceſſa- 
nly follow. 


It is not my deſign to enter into a formal 
confutation of thoſe miſchievous. ſyſtems, 
which aim an indirect blow at Chriſtianity, 
through the medium of Judaiſm. The taſk 


rendered ſuperfluous by a late excellent pub- 
lication * My only wiſh is to prevent an 


* Howard's Scriptural Hiſtory of the Earth. 
| hypo- 
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hypotheſis, which ſo evidently tends to eſta- 
bliſh the eternity of matter, and to introduce 
the errors of materialiſm, from being built 
upon Scripture itſelf, A modern tranſlator 
of the Bible * endeayours to ſhew, that it is 
| a falſe idea to imagine, that abſo/ute creation 
is neceſſarily implied in the Hebrew word 
NM. If my attempt to prove the truth of 
the contrary opinion be deemed inconcluſive, 
I ſhall reſt perfectly ſatisfied with the good- 
neſs of my intention. No real believer will 
cenſure me for, perhaps, an over- anxiety to 
defend the out-works of that Religion, by 
which alone we can hope to be ſaved. | 


It is not unfrequently urged againſt a be- 
lief in the comparative late creation of the 
- univerſe, that it is unworthy of the goodneſs 

of God to ſuppoſe that, during an endleſs 
ſucceſſion of ages before the exiſtence of our 
globe, he ſhould never have produced a world 
peopled with rational beings, for the purpoſe 
of a more general diffuſion of happineſs. 


Dr. Geddes. 


Upon 


pletely formed to promote his glory. 


1 


Upon this point it might be ſufficient to 
ſay, that it is the height of preſumption for 
us weak erring mortals to judge the actions 
of God; but as this may appear to ſilence, 
rather than to anſwer, the objection, it will 
be no very difficult matter to ſhew, that the 


goodneſs of God 1 18 not at all involved 1 in ſuch 
a queſtion. 


No one, furely, will aſſert, that when God 
creates a rational. ſoul, he muſt neceſſarily 
incloſe it in a material body, and frame Aa 
material world for its place of reſidence. This 
being granted, it will follow, that the good- 
neſs of God is not in the leaſt affected by a 
belief, that the preſent order of things is the 
firſt material creation. We know that myri- 
ads of incorporeal beings ſurround the throne 


of the Almighty, having affections perfectly 


in uniſon with his will, and having no deſire 
but to fulfil his pleaſure. Ditterent orders of 


theſe bleſſed ſpirits may have been created 


by God at immenſely remote periods, with a 
capability to enjoy all happineſs, and com- 


The 
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The objection may likewiſe be anſwered 


upon another ground; it aſſerts too much. 
For if it be unworthy of the goodneſs of God 
to ſuppoſe, that he never produced a world 
before the preſent, it will be equally ſo to 
beheve in any creation ſhort of an eternal 
one; which leads us into the impious abfur- 
dity of maintaining -the eternity of matter, 
Let us ſuppoſe any particular moment, be it 
ever ſo remote, in which the power of crea- 
tion was firſt exerted, it will ſtill, equally 
with the lateſt period, be loſt in the unfa— 
thomable abyſs of eternity. Whether crea- 
tion commenced at the ra aſſigned by Mo- 
ſes, or millions of ages before, the fame ob- 
jection will equally apply; and the ſame 
queſtion may ſtill be aſked, Why was there 
not a prior creation? Thus, I truſt, it clearly 
appears, that the lateneſs of a material crea- 


tion is no impeachment of the goodneſs of 


God. 
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IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED THE HEA- 
VEN, AND THE EARTH: AND THE EARTH 
WAS WITHOUT FORM. 


N ardent defire to inveſtigate the won- 
derful phænomena of nature, and to 
pierce through the veil that conceals her 
operations from the intruſive curioſity of 
man, has conſtantly been predominant in 
every age and in every country, where ſci- 
ence and philoſophy have flouriſhed. As we 
are moſt intimately connected with this ter- 
reſtrial globe, in which it has pleaſed the Al- 
mighty to place us, and as the field of in- 
quiry lies here moſt open to our view, it 
naturally follows, that both the internal and 
external conſtitution of the carth ſhould al- 
ways have engroſſed a conſiderable degree of 
attention. But ſo various are the diſpoſitions 
of men, and ſo oppoſite are the concluſions 
which they trequently draw from the ſame 


premiſes, that, while one inquirer has argued 
D 2 the 


L 32 J 


the exiſtence of a ſupreme Cauſe, from the 
manifeſt deſign which pervades all the works 
of the creation, another has either totally de- 
nied the being of a God, or, what nearly 
amounts to the ſame thing, has excluded him 
from the ſuperintendence of the univerſe. 


Equally jarring and contradictory have 
been the opinions concerning the world it- 
ſelf. From the perpetual viciſſitudes which 
daily take place in its form, and from the 
periſhable nature of its materials, ſome have 
judged, that it muſt have had a beginning; 
and that ſooner or later it muſt experience a 
final diſſolution: while others, from the very 
ſame obſervations, have deduced the impious 
and atheiſtical doctrine of the eternity and 
independence of matter. They have aſſerted, 
that the component atoms of the univerſe 
have exiſted, and will exiſt, through an infi- 
nite ſucceſſion of ages; and that from the 
- reſtleſs activity and perpetual change of theſe 
firſt principles, all the wonderful viciſſitudes 
of nature are to be deduced : that the two 
powerful agents of corruption and regenera- 
tion ſpring from each other in a perpetual 
ſuc&fſion, and never-failing revolution: (3) 
that, when we imagine any ſubſtance to be 

deſtroyed, 
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deſtroyed, it in fact merely ſuffers a change 
in the arrangement of its atoms; Which, 
under the plattic hand of Nature, ſpring up 
to new being under an appearance, differing 
only externally from their ancient form. Of 
the partial truth of this ſyſtem no one can 
doubt; but the compoſition and decompoſi- 
tion of matter do not prove its eternity: they 
only tend to demonſtrate, that the ſame di- 
vine hand, Which originally created, is alone 
able to annihilate. 


From arguments like theſe, we may derive 
the hypotheſis ſo common among the anci- 
ents, and not unfrequently advanced by mo- 
dern ſceptical naturaliſts, that the earth, after 
certain immenſe periods, gradually falls to 
decay; and that from its ruins iprings a new 
world, in renovated ftrength and beauty, in 
its turn to yield to another, Nor does this 
ſuppoſition relate only to future times; it 
extends with a re!rofpective view, likewile, to 
eternity itſelf, Infinite has been the ſeries 
of worlds preceding this in which we live. 
Though the combination of matter into par- 
ticular torms may be trail and tranſitory, mat- 
ter itſelf, the ſeed of all things, is incorrup- 
tible and immortal. It is not improbable 
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that this ancient opinion was ingenioufly al- 
legorized under the fabulous hiſtory of the 
Phoenix; a ſpecies of bird, of which (it is 
ſaid) one only exiſts at a, time, and which 
produces from 1ts aſhes a young and * 
ſucceſſor. 


From thinking that matter was ſelf- exiſt- 


ent and eternal, it was no very unnatural 


tranſition to pay divine honours to it. (c) 
For ſince neceſſury and independent eternity 
is an attribute ſolely belonging to the ſu- 
preme Being ; to take this attribute from the 
Creator, and beſtow it upon the creature, is 
m fact to elevate the creature to the rank of 
Deity, and to inveſt it with the uſurped ho- 
nours of Jehovah. Such was the mythology 
of the moſt celebrated nations of antiquity. 
Their neglect of the great Cauſe of all things, 


and their blind veneration for the elements, 


gradually produced a ſyſtem of complete ma- 


terialiſm, and plunged them into the rankeſt 
idolatry. The Deity, whom they worſhipped, 
appears manifeſtly to have been a canoniza- 
tion of the fructifying powers of nature ; that 
idol, ſo carly ſet up by infatuated mortals in 
the place of the God of Nature. (v) 


The - 


'*, 
a . 
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The nations of Canaan, with whom the 
Jews were more immediately concerned, 
were equally tainted with this error and 


. conſequent idolatry. In the conteſt between 


Elijah and the worſhippers of Baal, God 
claims his ſuperiority over the elements in 
the moſt ſtriking and awtul manner. The 
whole narrative thews clearly, that it is a 
ſtruggle whether Jehovah or Baal be God 
indeed. The teſt propoſed was equal to each 
party. Two ſacrifices were to be prepared, 
and each was to call down fire from heaven, 
to conſume his victim. The event was what 
might naturally be expected. The votaries of 
Baal vainly ſupplicated their imaginary God 
from morning to evening; While to the 
prayers of Elijah ſo powerful a flame was 
inſtantaneouſly granted, that it not only con- 
ſumed the offering, but licked up the water, 
which had been poured into a trench, that 
ſurrounded the altar. 


Having now conſidered the prevailing error 
of believing in the eternity of matter, and 
the dreadful impiety, which flowed from ſo 
polluted a ſource ; 1t remains to be examin- 
ed, how far the exordium of Geneſis ſtrikes 
at the root of this opinion. © In the begin- 

D 4 ning 


IX 


ning God created the heaven and the earth: 
that is to ſay, God produced them out of 
nothing. Here it may be aſked, on what 
authority do we aſſert, that the word tranſ- 
lated by create, ſignifies to produce ſome- 
thing out of nothing? Why may we not 
with equal propriety render it, to form ſome- 
thing out of preexiſting materials? Which 
ſenſe, if allowable, though it admits the 
agency of God in the work of the creation, 
does not contradict the doctrine of the eter- 
nity of matter. It is the end of the preſent 
diſquiſition to endeavour to eſtabliſh the truth 
of the former of theſe ſignifications. 


As the Jews were deſtined to preſerve the 
oracles of God, and in fulneſs of time to ad- 
mit the Gentiles into a participation of their 
knowledge and privileges ; it is natural to ex- 
pect that, at the beginning of thoſe oracles, 
the ſacred penman ſhould be very particular 
in his deſcription 'of the creation. Thus 
would he both eſtabliſh the truth, and effec- 
tually overturn the foregoing error. The 
point depends almoſt entirely upon the ſigni- 
fication of the word N MN. If this word means 
only, to form out of preexiſiing materials, then 
it eſtabliſhes the ſyſtem in queſtion ; or 

5 at 


1 

at leaſt deprives us of the power of contra- 
dicting it. If, on the other hand, it means 
to bring ſomething into exiſtence out of nothing, 
then, (provided we allow the books of Moſes 
to be genuine and inſpired, the proof of 
which forms another argument foreign to 
the preſent ſubject) then, I ſay, we are bound 
to reject ſuch a ſcheme as the vain fable of 
{peculative error. 


The arguments to prove that Nn ſignifies, 
to make ſomething out of nothing, may be 
reduced into three claſſes. The internal evi- 
dence derived from a careful examination of 
the context ; the opinion of the Jews ; and 
the authority of the verſions. 


I. The internal evidence, derived from a 
careful examination of the context, ſhall be 


firſt conſidered. 


For this purpoſe, we Will take as literal a 
tranſlation as poſſible of the whole paſſage; 
In the beginning God created, or formed, 
the ſubſtance of the heavens, and the ſub- 
ſtance of the earth : and the earth was with- 
out form.” 


1. The word TND, in the beginning, 
18 
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is rendered in the Targum of Onkelos ον . 
whoſe root p ſignifies, to anticipate, to be 
before any thing. We may therefore in- 
terpret it, in the time before the exiſt- 
ence of any thing. Now it mult be allowed, 
that if matter had exiſted previous to the for- 
mation of the earth, ſpoken of by Moſes, it 
would be falſe to ſay, that hat earth was 
formed in the time before the exiſtence of 
any thing; becauſe it involves an abſurdity 
to aſſert, that the earth was formed out of 
certain materials, previous to the exi/tence of 
ſuch materials. If this be granted, the end- 
leſs ſucceſſion of worlds will at once be over- 
thrown. In proſecuting this argument, 1 
have made uſe only of the word formation, 
partly to ſhew the impropriety of ſuch a 
tranſlation by a reductio ad abſurdum ; and 
partly, becauſe it has not yet been proved 
that & M ſignifies, to create. 


pn will indeed bear another interpre- 
tation, In the preexiſting one, that is, the 
eternal Logos, the almighty Word of God ; 


which nevertheleſs equally proves the uni- 


verſe to have been created by an all-wiſe 


and all-powerful Being. The application of 
the term Preexiſting to any perſon or any 
thing, is only intelligible as it has a reference 

to 
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to ſome other object. If matter was eternal 
as well as God, God could no more be called 
Preexiſting, with regard to matter, than mat- 
ter could with regard to God; both being 
equally eternal. But if God did exiſt before 
matter, then matter cannot be eternal. 


2. A body can only exiſt with regard to 
ſubſtance and form. Thus a block of mar— 
ble, when it comes rude from the quarry, 
exiſts only as to its ſubſtance, becauſe it has 
no definite form: but, when hewn into a 
ſtatue, it then exiſts both ſubſtantially and 
formally. Let us now ſuppole, for a mo- 
ment, that the word 8 fignifies, to form 
out of preexiſting materials, as the ſtatue 
was formed out of the marble; and ſee what 
will be the conſequence of this ſuppoſition. 
In the beginning God brought into form 
the heavens and the earth ; and the earth 
was without form.“ In other words, after 
God had reduced the earth into form, and 
given it a regular ſhape, then the earth had 
no form or ſhape at all. We thould heſitate 
to aſcribe ſo abſurd an aſſertion even to a 
man of moderate capacity ; ſurely then it 1s 
very unreaſonable to accuſe Moſes of ſuch a 
contradiction, who (independent of his di- 
vine 
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vine inſpiration) muſt have poſſeſſed very 
ſuperior abilities, and is expreſsly declared to 
have been learned in all the wifdom of E- 


gypt. (z) 


The force of this argument depends upon 
the ſignification of the word , rendered 
by our tranflators, without form, and appa- 
rently equivalent to the Greek Chaos. * In 
what manner (ſays Hottinger) are theſe 
words m and n uſed in the ſacred Scrip- 
tures ? They rarely occur; and, when they 
do, it is in the ſame ſenſe (according to a 
common cuſtom among the Hebrews of ex- 
preſſing the ſame idea by different words); 
ſignifying, either privation of that beauty 
and perfection, which is attached to the no- 
tion of a Creator, or negation. It is taken in 
the former of theſe ſenſes in the preſent 
paſſage. The LXX. render them, aopaToy xa: 
axaT&Kxeuuywv, not becauſe the world was in- 
viſible, but becauſe it was as yet devord of 
any regular order. Thus Ibn-Sina, who tranſ- 
lated the Septuagint into Arabic, interprets 
it, without beauty and regularity.” (r) The 
ſame author in another part of his work in- 
forms us, that „it is the opinion of the 
learned, that WIN is ſubſtance without form, 

but 
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but fit for the reception of all form, which 
the Greeks call vay. Na, on the other hand, 
is form, which afligns its diſtinguiſhing eſ- 
ſence to any given portion of matter.” (G) 


According to the latter of theſe citations, 
the paſſage would run; In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth ; and 
the earth was matter without form, but ca- 
pable of being reduced into form.” 


3. It is ſaid, that God created “ the very 


ſubſtance of the heavens, and the very ſub- 
ſtance of the earth, Nn DN P2Un NR, 
and this too © in the beginning.” That ſuch 
is the ſtrict meaning of NN, appears from the 
conſtant manner in which this particle is 
uſed throughout the Hebrew Scripture, ex- 
cept when it bears the ſignification of wh, 
or towards, NR, with the poſſeſſive pronoun 
+ poſtfixed, is, my ſubſtance, or myſelf; the 
fame with the poſſeſſive 7 poſtfixed is, thy 


ſubſtance, or thyſelf; exactly following the 


analogy of v2, my houſe; J, thy houſe. 
This ſuppoſition is confirmed by the autho- 
rity of Aben-Ezra, who aſſerts that NN ſigni- 


fies the ſubſtance of a thing. (H) The ſame 


may be ſaid of the Syriac verſion, as we ſhall 
ſee 
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ſee hereafter. If therefore NY mean /ub- 


ftance, the word create mult clearly relate to 
fubſlance, and not to form. And as it is ſaid 


that God created this ſubſtance in the begm- 
ning, 1t will follow, that before the beginning 
of the preſent order of things, no ſubſtance 
was in exiſtence. In other words, this globe 
cannot have been formed out of the wreck 


of another, becauſe, in that caſe, ſubſtance 


or matter muſt have exiſted before the begin- 
ning; the contrary of which is expreſsly aſ- 
ſerted by the author of the Pentateuch. 


4. It is both curious and pleaſing to ob- 
ſerve, how exactly the diſtinctions of creation 
and formation are preſerved throughout the 
Scriptures ; thus plainly intimating, that as 
ta create is to produce matter out of nothing, 
ſo to /orm is to reduce this matter into a va- 
riety of ſhapes. For inſtance; * Theſe are 


the generations of the heavens and of the 


earth, when they were created.” Here the 
word created is uſed in its ſtrict ſignification, 
and with the greateſt truth and propriety. 
But the phraſe alters when the ſacred hiſto- 
rian ſpeaks of man. The Lord God formed 
man out of the duſt of the ground.” In this 
paſſage the word form is uſed with as much 

accu- 
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accuracy as created was before. Man 1s rmed 
out of materials, which had been previouſly 
created. In the ſame manner Iſaiah ſpeaks 
of man: I have created him, 1 have formed 
him, I have allo made him.” Here a ma- 
nifeſt difference is pointed out between crea- 
tion and formation 3 the ſirſt ſignitying the 
original production of the matter, out of 
which man's body was af/erwards formed, or 
made. 


It is not, however, denied, that there are 
apparent exceptions to this rule; God is ſaid, 
for inſtance, to create whales. But though 
this cation manifeſtly includes the ſenſe of 
formation, yet it includes one ſenſe, without 
excluding the other. We may ſtill aſſert, that 
the word create is not even here confounded 
with the word vorm. It was necdleſs to 
inſiſt upon, what was obvious, that whales 
had received a certain definite form. If, then, 
God claimed to himſelf the higher and gene— 
ral act of creation, the lower and particular 
one of formaticu would follow of courſe, be- 
cauſe general terms include particuiars. By a 
parity of rcaſoning we may account for the 
expreſſion, © Remember thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth.” The Heathens allowed 
that 


L 64 1 
that all things were formed by God; but that 
is not ſufficient: God aſſerts that he alſo 
created them. As if he had ſaid, © Remem- 


ber thy Creator, know that he called thee 
out of nothing,” 


The following paſſage of Maimonides 
ftrongly confirms this diſtinction between the 
terms create and form. © It is worthy of 

| obſervation,” ſays he, that there are four 
8 words which occur in deſcribing the relation 
b | that the heavens bear towards God. Theſe 
ja are the three verbs Nm, WY, M2, and the 
| ſubſtantive N. All theſe are comprehended 

| under the verb w', as it is ſaid, © he made 

| them.” But the verb W., 70 form, no where 
occurs in this ſenſe, becauſe 1t ſeems only to 

ſignify, a making of form and figure, or any 

other accident. Thus it is ſaid, © Who 


91 forms the mountains; that is, Who de- 
h | | ſcribes their outlines. But with regard to 
0 the univerſe, as comprehending heaven and 
1 earth, he makes uſe of the word N , which 
Hl 

} 


ſignifies, 10 call ſomething into exiſtence out of 
non-exiſtence.” (I) 


H. Having fimſhed the internal evidence 
of the paſſage, I ſhall proceed to treat of the 
| opinion 
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opinion of the Jews. We read, 2 Macc. vii. 28. 
] beſeech thee, my ſon, look upon the hea- 
ven and the earth, and all that is in them; 
and conſider that God made them, u eg ov- 
rn, not out of materials then exiſting.” 
This book not being ranked among the ca- 
nonical or inſpired parts of Scripture, may be 
quoted as containing the ſentiments, at leaſt, 
of the Jew who wrote it. Maimonides ex- 
actly agrees with the author of the book of 
Maccabees in this tenet. © It is a funda- 
mental principle in our law, that God created 
this world from nothing.” (x) The ſame au- 
thor, ſpeaking of three different opinions, 
which were entertained of the antiquity of 
the world, ſays, the firſt opinion is peculiar 
to thoſe, who believe in the law of our maſ- 
ter Moſes; viz. that the whole world (Which 
comprehends every being except the Creator), 
aſter being in a ſtate of non-exiſtence, re- 
ceived its exiſtence from God. So that at 
firſt God exiſted alone, and beſide God no- 
thing; neither the angels, nor the heavens, 
nor thoſe things which are contained in them: 
but that afterwards, m conſequence of his 
good pleaſure, they began to exiſt as they 
are, being called into exiſtence from no- 

= thing.“ 
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[ 66 ] 
thing.” (L) In a ſimilar manner the author 
of the book of Coſri aſſerts, that © It is out 
duty to believe the law, when it declares the 
newneſs of the world, and its creation by the 
hand of God.” (M) Thus alſo Aben-Ezra; 
« Moſt interpreters agree, that to create, is 
to produce ſomething out of nothing.” (N) 
Since all theſe Jews ſo remarkably coincide, 
it ſeems only reaſonable to adopt their opi- 
mon, as it muſt be preſumed that they were 
better acquainted with the force and mean- 
ing of their own language, than we can pre- 


tend to be. (0) 


III. We now come to the authority of 
the verſions. The Arabic reads, © The firſt 
thing that God created was the heaven and the 
earth.” (r) This ſufficiently ſhews the ſenſe 
of that verſion ; for if our preſent ſyſtem had 
been formed out of the wreck of another, 


which was prior to it, it manifeſtly could not 


have been the fr/# thing that God created. 
The Syriac is yet more expreſs; In the 
beginning God created the effence or ſub- 
ſtance of the heaven, and the eſſence of the 
earth. (q) This verſion confirms, what was 
before aſſerted, relative to the ſtrict meaning 

of 


1 


of the word De in various paſſages of Scrip- 


ture; viz. that it ſignifies , or ſubſtance, 
and is not a mere expletive. (R) 


Theſe two verſions, the Arabic and Syriac, 
we have ſcen, are deciſive; the others afford 
rather corollaries than proots. 


The Septuagint render the word & by 


eromre ; Aquila, Symmachus, and Theodo- 
tion, as preſerved by Origen in the Hexapla, 
agree in tranſlating it into exriow. With 
regard to theſe two words, it is not aſſerted 
that, in claſſical Greek authors, they ſignify. 
to create, in the excluſive and pecuhar ſenſe 
which we uſually annex to the term ; be- 
cauſe they are applied to things, the making 
of which we ſhould rather call formatron, 
than creation. All that is hazarded is this 
that they uſed the moſt appoſite Greek word 
they could find, in the ſame ſenſe, that the 
other verſions have deciſively aſſigned to & n. 
It is eaſy to account for their not tranſlating 
it by a more definite term in Greek; the 
fault aroſe from the poverty of the language, 
not from the inaccuracy or careleſſneſs of 
the tranſlators, * As few, if any, of the 
heathen Greeks had any notion of creation, 


E 2 properly 


3 
properly ſo called, ſo they had no word to 


expreſs it. 


Before I quit this part of my ſubject, I beg 
leave to cite a paſſage from Bayle, much to 
the preſent purpoſe. © There was among 
the heathen natural philoſophers a great va- 
riety of opinions about the origin of the 
world, and the nature of the element, or 
_ elements, of which they pretended particular 
bodies to have been formed. Some main- 
tained, that water was the principle of all 
things ; others gave that preeminence to the 
air ; others to the fire: others to homogeneal 
parts, &c. ; but they all agreed in this, that 
the matter of the world was unproduced : 
they never diſputed among themſelves upon 
the queſtion, whether any thing was made 
out of nothing? They all agreed that it was 
impoſlible®.”” (s) 


It is perhaps almoſt needleſs to cite the 
opinion of the Chriſtian Church upon the 
point in queſtion, as the belief in creation, 
properly ſo called, reſts upon the ſure baſis of 


> Parkhurft's Greek Lexicon under Kr, 
d Ibid. | 
inſpired 


[ 69 ] 


inſpired authority, St. Paul informs us, that 
through faith we underſtand that the 
worlds were framed by the word of God, ſo 
that things which are ſeen, were nat made of 
things which do appear. Agrecably to this 
apoſtolical deciſion, Diodati, a member of 
the Church of Rome, renders NY by, be 
created. In his margin he has the following 
note; God, when he gave to the world its 
firſt exiſtence, began by creating its two ge- 
neral parts, and then proceeded to particu- 
lars. (T) But God certainly could not be 
ſaid to give its firſt exiſtence to the world, it 
the materials of that world had previouſly 
exiſted. In his preface he ſpeaks in theſe 
terms: * He (Moſes) deſcribes how the 
world was created by God out of nothing; 
and then, by the ſame Bod, diſtinguiſhed 
(that is, formed diſtinctly) into its ſeveral 
parts. (U) Having ſpoken of the Church 
of Rome, let us next cite the venerable 
Wickliff, one of our earlieſt reformers. © In 
the bigynnynge God maade of nought he- 
vene and erthe *.” Nothing can be more de- 


* Heb. xi. 3. 
© MS. Bible, tranflated by Wickuf, in the library of 
Lincoln College, Oxford. 
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cided than the ſentiments of both theſe tranſ- 
lators. 


Such are the arguments which may be 
brought to prove that the word & DA really 
and definitely ſignifies, 7 produce matter out 
of nothing. The frequency of the contrary 
opinion among the ancient idolaters, and the 
prevailing belief in the eternity and indepen- 
dence of matter, make it not improbable, 
that the exordium of Geneſis was deſigned 
to ſubvert that pernicious error, and to pre- 
vent the Iſraelites from lapſing into mate- 
rialiſm. 


Almoſt all the miracles of the Old Teſta- 
ment, particularly the plagues of Egypt, con- 
firm this ſuppoſition. They are calculated to 
demonſtrate the authority of Jehovah over 
the baſe and worthleſs elements of this 
world ; and to prove, that ſo far from being 
worthy of divine honours, they are nothing 
but wretched duſt and aſhes. None of theſe 
miracles are merely ſigns of God's wrath, or 
performed merely to ſhew his power; but they 
have all their peculiar force and ſignificancy, 


wonderfully adapted to the occaſion. (x) 


From 
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From what has been ſaid it appears, that 
the neceſſary ſenſe of the context, the opi- 
nions of Chriſtians and Jews, and the au- 
thority of tranſlators, all concur to fix the 
meaning of the word Ni. I have only to 
add, if once it be allowed that the Almighty, 
by his ſole power, created in the beginning the 
heavens and the earth; then the independent 
exiſtence of matter, and conſequently its claim 
to divinity, vaniſh together into empty air. 
Thus does this paſſage at once overſet the 
doctrine of an endleſs ſucceſſion of worlds; 
take from the earth, by degrading it into the 
rank of a creature, the impious and 1dola- 
trous honours that were paid to it; and fi- 
nally reſtore thoſe honours, where only they 


are due, to the King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords. 
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NOTES AND REFERENCES. 


[A] p. 46. 


Tr was probably from this mode of reaſoning, that a 
late celebrated Orientaliſt, Sir W. Jones, was induced 
to declare, that © Either the firſt eleven chapters of 
Geneſis, all due allowances being made for a figurative 
oriental ſtyle, are true, or the whole fabric of our na- 


tional religion is falſe.” Diſſ. on the Gods of Greece, 
&c. Aſiat. Reſearch. vol. i. 


| UB] p. 32. 

Such, according to Sir W. Jones, is the opinion 
of the Hindus and Perſians, and ſuch appears to have 
been the doctrine of the ancient Goths. “To deſtroy, 
according to the Vedantis of India, the Sufis of Perſia, 
and many philoſophers of our European ſchools, is only 
to generate and reproduce in another form, Hence 
the God of deſtruction is holden in this country to 
preſide over generation.“ Diſſ. on the Gods, &c. Aſiat. 
Ref. vol. i. The philoſophers of the north conſider- 
ed nature as in a ſtate of perpetual labour and warfare. 
Her ſtrength was thus continually waſting away by 
little and little; and her approaching diſſolution could 
not but become every day more and more perceptible. 
In that great day, all the inferior divinities, whether 
good or bad, ſhall fall in one great conflict back again 
into the boſom of the grand Divinity; from whom all 
things have proceeded, as it were emanations of his 
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eſſence, and who will ſurvive all things. After this 
the world becomes a prey to flames : which are how- 
ever deſtined rather to purify than deſtroy it; ſince it 
afterwards makes it appearance again, more lovely, 
more pleafant, and more fruitful than before.” Mallet's 


North. Antiq. vol. Ii. p. 168. 


(C] p. 34. 

Such, for inſtance, is the tendency of the wretched 
ſyſtem of Sanchoniatho, in which the world is created 
without a creator; a coſmogony (as Euſebius juſtly 
obſerves) directly tending to Atheiſm. Cumberland's 


San. p. 1. 


(D] p. 34. 

Thus the inhabitants of the Leſſer Aſia worſhipped 
the fructifying power of the earth under the name of 
Rhea, the antient Goths under that of Hertha (Tacit. de 
Mor. Ger. fec. 40.) and Frea, probably derived from 
n to be fruitful, the Greeks under that of Dameter, 
the great univerſal mother, (Bryant's Annal. vol. ii. 
p. 338.) and the Romans under that of Ceres, or Cy- 
bele. From the ſimilarity of their attributes likewiſe, 
we can ſcarcely doubt the identity of the Diana of E- 
pheſus, the famous Dea multimammia, and the Iſis om- 
nia of Egypt. The ſame worſhip pervaded the orien- 
tal world to an eminent degree. The abominable rites 
of Mylitta, whoſe name is manifeſtly derived from 77 
with the participial h prefixed, are recorded by Hero- 
dotus; and the emblem of the India Seeva ſhews but 
too plainly the reaſon, why that idol received religious 
adoration. With regard to the inhabitants of Canaan, 
Scripture abounds with ſevere denunciations againſt the 


_ abuſes practiſed by that abandoned people in honour of 


their 
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their patrons of fertility. The Deity of Virgil is 
plainly deſcribed by him, as the material author of 
Plenty : 

Tum pater omnipotens fœeundis imbribus æther 

« Conjugis in gremium lætæ deſcendit, et omnes 

Magnus alit, magno commixtus corpore, fœtus.“ 

Geor. I. 11. 325. 

Even the remote continent of America appears to have 
been tainted with the prevailing ſuperſtitious venera- 
tion for the great parent of all, gods as well as men : 
% Mecſicani, popoli della nuova Spagna.....pongono 
una Dea Madre di tutti li Dei.“ Beyeri Addit. ad Sel- 
den. de Dis Syris. 


[E] p. 60. 


The ground of this argument is borrowed from Park- 
hurt. Vide his Heb. Lex. under x52, 


[F] p. 60. 


& Quis harum vocum (ſeilicet nm et Me) in ſacris 
uſus? Raro occurrunt et eodem quidem ſenſu (uſitatiſ- 
ſimum enim eſt Hebræis idem exprimere diverſis ver- 
bis) he voculæ in ſacris literis, et vel privationem no- 
tant decori et perfecti inefle, ex idea Creators debiti... 
vel negationem. Priori ſenſu ſumitur hoc loco (Gen. 
i. 2. Græci verterunt XCEHTY KAN GKGATATHEUKS OY, NON qui- 
dem, ut recte obſervat Sever. G7; ovz eQauro, ak e ay - 
T0 rig, ax994w7%.... Sic Ibn-Sina, qui Grecos Arabice 
tranſtulit, ine ſpecie et apparatu.“ Hottinger. Hiſt. Creat. 
quæſ. xxi. 


[G] p. 61. 


5 Sapientes dixerunt, quod m eſt res informis, apta 
ad recipiendum omnem torman, quam Græci vocant 
| ü . 
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52m. M2 vero eſt forma, quæ dat eſſe materie.” Ibid. 


[HI p. 61. 


c Majorem veriſimilitudinis ſpeciem habet Aben- 
Ezre judicium, Senſus vocis Y eſt quaſi ſubſtantia rei 
He certe vocis genuina explicatio ordinem nobis 


_ oftendit creations Univerſi. Ut enim nuda tantum, 
Tudis et indigeſta inferioris mundi denotatur moles per 


yn 78 2/Jentia terre, initio ereata: PIMRvN M vero 
id duntaxat, quod perfectionem cœli contineret efſent:a- 
lem: ita reliquam %z»0ur-» ſequentibus reſervare crea- 
tor, ut gradibus opus ſuum perficeret, voluit diebus.” 
Ibid. queef. xili. 


[1] p. 64. 


Tandem etiam animadverſione dignæ ſunt quatuor 
voces, quæ occurrunt in comparatione ſeu relatione 
celorum ad Deum O. M. quæ ſunt 832, N, 732, 78... 
Illa omnia comprehenduntur ſub verbo dwy faciendi; 
ficut dicitur Z7Wy © fecit ea: at verbum ] forma- 
re, ſingere, nuſpiam occurrit, quia videtur tantum ſigni- 
ficare, facere formam et ſiguram, vel aliud aliquod ac- 
cidens. .., unde dicitur...** qui format montes, hoc eſt, 
qui delineat eos... De hac proinde rerum Univerſitate, 
quatenus cœlum et terram comprehendit, uſurpavit.... 
verbum xn, quod ſignificat, Rem aliquam ex privatione 
exiſtere facere.” More Nevochim, Pars II. cap. xxx. 


[K] p. 65. 
„ Fundamentum enim legis noſtræ eſt, quod Deus 
hunc mundum creari ex nibilo. Ibid. Pars II. cap. xxx. 


4 


11 


II] p. 66. 

« Prima ſententia eſt eorum qui credunt legi Moſis 
doctoris noftri, hc videhcet: Mundum totum, hoc eft, 
omnia entia preter Creatorem, poſt puram putam priva- 
tionem (hoc eſt, poſtquam non vel nibil fuerunt) exiſlen- 
tiam ſuam a Deo accepiſle ; et prius Deum ſolum fuiſſe, 
ac præter Deum nihil plane, neque angelos neque cce- 
los, neque quæ in iis continentur, extitiſſe; poſtea verò 
demum, ſecundum ejus voluntatem et beneplacitum 
exiſtere ccepiſle prout ſunt, et quidem ex nibilo.“ Ibid. 
Pars II. cap. xiii. 


[M] p. 66. 


ͤCredendum item eſſe legi....mundum denique efle 
novum, et 2 Deo creatum.”* Liber Coſri, Pars I. ſec. xci. 


[N] p. 66. 


* Sunt nonnulli, quorum judicio X72 fimpliciter eſt, 
Ex nihilo aliquod producere. De his Aben-Ezra, in 
locum prefentem ; Plerique interpretes ſtatuunt, quod 


creare eſt producere rem ex nihilo.“ Hottin. Hiſ. Creat. 
quæſ. viii. 


[O] p. 66. 

It is ſomewhat ſingular that Dr. Geddes ſhould fo 
roundly aſſert the opinion of the Jews to be the ſame 
as his own, when the paſſages, which he cites, ſo far 
from proving that the word 872 ſigniſies only, To form 
out of preexiſting. materials, merely declare (what no 
one ever thought of denying) that God formed the 
world out of a Chaos, which he had previouſly created. 


Nothing, I think (ſays he) but the falſe idea, that 


abſolute creation is neceſſarily implied in the Hebrew 
| word 
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[ 758. } 


word Bara, could have led commentators to adopt ati 
oppoſite opinion (viz. to that, which ſuppoſes Bara to 
ſignify only formation). That it was not the opinion 
of the Jews themſelves, is evident from the book of 
Wiſdom; the author of which expreſsly ſays, that the 
Almighty hand of God created (the word is xTwara) the 


world ont of unfaſhioned matter.“ Preface to Tranſl. 


p. 3. Juſtin Martyr uſes much the fame expreſſion. But 
what does all this prove ? It ſimply tends to ſhew, that 
God formed (for that is the proper ſenſe of zr:&, though 


it is Elleniſtically uſed in the ſenſe of creation, for want 


of a definite term in Greek) a beautiful and orderly 
world (ſuch is the ſtrict meaning of x9Tjwos) it a VATG 
Still the queſtion will remain, Whence came this anep- 
@% de, ont of which the «owes was formed? Upon the 
ſuppoſition that 892 ſignifies fo create, the anſwer is 
plain and obvious: God created X72 firſt the apoppos , 
and then proceeded to reduce it into form ness. In 
other words, x72 relates to the creation of the materials, 
out of which the world was afterwards formed, and 
which of courſe, previouſly, had no form, till they re- 
ceived one from the hand of God : while all the reſt 
of the Moſaic coſmogony deſcribes the formation of 
the world, and its various inhabitants. But the cloud 
of Jewiſh witneſſes, which have been cited, ſufficiently 
ſhew the ſenſe, which they affix to the word x22. See 
above Note [HI. 


[P] p. 66. 
The Latin tranſlation of it given in Walton's Poly- 
glott is; © Primum quod creavit Deus, fuit cœlum et 


tegra.” 
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NY p. 66. | 5 
e In principio creavit Deus efle cel et eſſe terre.” 
Ibid. 


[RJ p. 67. 

The ſtrange diſſimilitude of ſignifications, which N8 
certainly bears, makes it not improbable, that there 
may be two diſtinct Hebrew words, both written He. 
The one a ſubſtantive, ſignifying ſelf or ſubſtance ; the 
other a prepolition, ſignifying with or towards. It 
is not very ealy to conceive, how the /me individual 
word can at once be a ſubſtantive and a prepoſition. 


This ſuppoſition however is only propoſed as a quere. 


[S] p. 68. 

The barbarous inhabitants of the North were in this 
reſpect upon an equality with the poliſhed philoſophers 
of Greece and Rome. The idea of abſolute creation 
was equally remote from forming any part of their na- 
tional creed. An ancient poem, cited in the Edda, 
aſſerts that At the beginning of time, when nothing 
was yet formed, neither ſhore, nor ſea, nor foundations 
beneath ; the earth was no where to be found below, 
nor in the heaven above ; all was one vaſt abyſs, with- 
out plant or verdure.” Upon this paſſage, M. Mallet 
remarks, that To create matter out of nothing ap- 


_ peared, in ages fo little metaphyſical as thoſe, a thing 


incomprehenſible, or impoſſible.” 


[TJ p. 69. 

6 Iddio, dando il primo eſſere al mondo, cominciò 
per la creatione delle due parti generali d'eflo, e poi ſe- 
guitò alle particolari.” Diodati's Italian Bible. 
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[ 80 J 
[U] p. 69. 


* Egli deſcrive adunque, come il mondo e ſtato da 
Dio creato di nulla, e da lui ſteſſo e ſtato diſtinto nelle 


fue parti.“ Ibid. Preface. 


I p. 70. 

In the valuable diſſertation of Bryant on the plagues 
of Egypt, this ſuppoſition 1s purſued at length. The 
idea is not perfectly original, having been previouſly 
advanced by Hutchinſon, whoſe neglected writings 
contain many very admirable remarks, though inter- 
mixed with a conſiderable portion of incomprehenſibi- 
lity. © God required of the Egyptians to let his peo- 
ple go; but they had prieſts and idols, and Gods of 
their own, and knew not Jehovah, nor would they 
* obey him, unleſs he convinced them, that he was too 
$ ſtrong for their Gods.—So the point in iſſue was, whe- 
t ther the Egyptian Deities, the Heavens, were any more 
5 than ſervants to Jehovah; and each particular miracle 

was adapted to cure them of ſome particular crime.” 
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. Eſſay toward a Natural Hiſtory of the Bible. What 
e Hutchinſon only threw out in the form of an aſſertion, 
. Bryant has moſt completely demonſtrated to be real 
1 matter of fact. 
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